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studied the subject of insanity in order to form a conclusion
whether a man was or was not a lunatic " ? That is to say, a
person utterly ignorant of the subject is just as capable of
deciding in a given case on the sanity or insanity of a person
as a man who has made the subject of insanity his life study.
No wonder one of the greatest living authorities on psycho-

logical medicine remarks on this: " It may well be doubted
whether a Lord Chancellor ever before gave such complacent
and dogmatic utterance to so erroneous, mischievous, and un-
fortunate an opinion......It was a striking example of the
utter ignorance of the nature of mental disease displayed by
one of the greatest legal intellects of his day.""

Is this opinion of Lord Justice Lindley to be accepted as a
judicial dogma on insanity? If so, Heaven help the poor
victims of "uncontrollable impulse" in the future.-I am,
etc.,

October 3rd. A SUBURBAN DOCTOR.

^ Dr. Maudsley, Phynsology andcPathology of the Mind, p. 474.

THE PATHOLOGY OF EXOPHTHALMIC GOITRE.
SIR,-The report, in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of

October 3rd, of a Discussion on the Pathology of Exophthal-
mic Gottre, which took place at the Carlisle meeting of the
Association, recalls to my mind an interesting case which
came under my observation about two years ago, and which
went far to support the view that exophthalmic gottre is due
to some primary lesion of the medulla. I reported the case
in detail in the Birmingham Medical 1eviewv of June, 1894.
Unfortunately apost-mortem examination could not be ob-

tained, but there was no doubt as to the existence of exoph-
thalmic goitre, nor as to the subsequent occurrence of bulbar
paralysis. Whether the fons8 et origo mali was to be sought in
the floor of the fourth ventricle, or in the altered condition of
structure and secretion of the thyroid gland could not be
determined with any degree of accuracy, but the following
points about the case suggested a nervous origin as being the
more likely: (a) She was a neurotic woman, with a family
history of nerve instability; (b) her thyroid had been enlarged
for years, but occasioned no discomfort until the advent of
the climacteric upset the already badly-adjusted balance of
her nervous system; (c) at each recurrent "period," when
her nervous system experienced the recognised disturbance
which menstruation produces, there was a marked exacerba-
tion of all her symptoms; (d) the ultimate effect of pro-
longed exertion, probably associated with considerable mental
strain, was acute exophthalmic gottre, rapidly 'followed by
bulbar paralysis and death.
Dr. Murray says, " Many symptoms which occur clearly

indicate that the normal functions of the nervous system are
deranged, but this is not evidence of the existence of definite
changes in the structure of any part of the nervous system, as
all these symptoms may well be the result of the action of
some toxic agent, or of some altered state of nutrition, upon
the nerve centres."
But a case such as this affords powerful evidence of struc-

tural change in the medulla, and when it is remembered that
certain of the symptoms of exophthalmic gottre have been
experimentally produced by interference with normal medul-
lary action, it seems doubtful whether the whole primary
responsibility ought not to fall upon the nervous system. At
any rate, it yet remains to be proved that thyroid hyper-
activity can be responsible for structural nerve change, and,
if so, it is an interesting problem why all thyroid enlarge-
ments do not produce these changes ? and why the medulla
should be the seat of elective affinity for the thyroid secretion
or its toxins.-I am, etc.,
Chesham Street. S.W.. Oct. 6th. GUTHRIE RANKIN.

TREATMENT OF SUPERFICIAL BURNS AND SCALDS.
SIR,-In relation to Mr. D'Arcy Power's interesting contri-

bution on the use of picric acid for superficial burns and
scalds, I should like to suggest the employment of hazeline,
to be applied in such a way that the injured part is kept
constantly wet with it. Any adherent portions of clothing
should at first be left clinging, simply covering the whole
affected parts with lint saturated with hazeline. There is
usually no necessity to remove the dressing for several days
together. The pain is greatly relieved, and much skin
saved. Blisters subside readily without opening them. and

the pain of frequent dressing is spared. When there is a.
raw surface, either at first or after separation of dead skin, I
think zinc ointment is an excellent application, and leaves a.
pliable scar. If partly raw and party blistered at first, the
former parts may be covered with zinc ointment and hazeline
applied over all.
Hazeline is somewhat expensive, especially as it has to be

used very freely, but this cost may be somewhat reduced by
prescribing ext. hamamelidis liq. destillatum, which is
identical in composition, but is cheaper by reason of its not
bearing a registered name.-I am, etc.,
Windsor, Sept. 20th. R. SHALDERS MILLER, F.R.C.S.

WOOD PAVEMENT.
SIR,-In the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of October 3rd

there is a note on wood paving calling attention to the fre-
quently expressed wishes of the members of the medical pro-
fession to have wood pavement in front of their houses. It
may therefore interest you to know that in July, 1895, the
St. Marylebone Vestry proposed to pave Harley Street with
wood at a cost of nearly ;£3,ooo. Before doing so, a circular
was sent to each occupied house in Harley Street, asking the
inhabitants to vote for or against wood pavement; 146 circu-
lars were sent; 64 replied in favour of wood, 37 objected, and
45 did not answer at all. The Vestry did not feel justified in
going to such a large expenditure in the face of these figures.
The apathy of the Harley Street residents has led to an inde-
finite postponement of wood paving for the other " medical"
streets.-I am, etc.,
Welbeck Street, W., Oct. ioth. ERNEST SNAPE, M.D.Brux.,

Member of St. Marylebone Vestry.

AN EXAMINATION BLUNDER.
SIR,-With regard to the question on experimental physics

set at the M.B. Examination London, July 21st, and your
remark " that there is evidently some mistake. As it stands
it is so absurd that one cannot help suspecting some error,
either of printing or of omission." Complaints as to the
ambiguity of examination questions are so often made, par-
ticularly by candidates for degrees in medicine at the Uni-
versity of London, that it would be well worth inquiring how
it happens that such questions are set. I wonder if the ques-
tions are submitted to a meeting of all the examiners and
discussed before they are set. If they are not, I would sug-
gest that it would be an admirable thing to institute such a
system, under which such imperfect questions could hardly
be set.-I am, etc., FREDERICK PAGE,

Registrar of the University of Durham College of Medicine,
October 5th. Newcastle-upon-Tyne.

CONSTITUTION OF MEDICO-ETHICAL SOCIETY.
SIR,-It is intended to form in this town a society for the

discussion of medical ethics and business matters of various
kinds. The intention is more that of a friendly and business
meeting than that of a strictly scientific society. Will you
allow me to say through the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL that
I should feel greatly obliged if the secretaries of similar
societies would kindly forward me a copy of their respective
rules or any other information on the subject.-I am, etc.,
West View, Gateshead, Sept. 28th. ALFRED COX, M.B.

TREATMENT OF CONGENITAL DISPLACEMENT OF
THE HIP.

SIR,-Referring to a communication from Dr. Abrahams on
this subject which appeared in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL
of September 1gth, and in allusion to a paper read by me at
Carlisle, may I be allowed to say that my impression of
Lorenz's present procedure is that in cases under the age of
7 years he employs the manipulative method described by
Paci, and that in cases above ta age Lorenz prefers his own
operation. I am not aware that he has entirely abandoned
opeative interference. But I am convinced of the soundness

of Paci's method, and would advocate its careful and
thorough trial before any wide operation is attempted.
I regret to note Dr. Abrahams a remark that " at the recent

German Surgical Congress the general opinion appeared to
favour the open operation;" as in the cases 1 have seen the
results do not appear to be 0o satis!actory.as to warrant so
drastic an operation.-I am, etc.,
Weymcuth Street, W., Sept. 21St. AA. H. TUBBY.


